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1S MINUTES OF SHAME

has telly gone completely mental?
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We're sinting in the visiting asea of the Federal
Comectional Instibae in Casville, Mew York, and
(eorge Jung '\|||'|||l;;g||.‘f. raconieur, mmake,
outlars, foncler of womsen (especial by fondler of
worseri) — 15 telling me his life story
s irmordinary shory. 5o extrsordinary,

w fact, that isboen tumned into the film &
staming Jobmny Deppas Georpe. But the truth s
better. Goorpe cxhales 2 plume of smokee, stubs
his cigaretie out and immediatcly lights another,
Theen e explains herw it all happened.

HEN LiEoRGE JUsG GRADUWTED I THE EARLY

1%, his high-schoul yearbook listed
his fisture aspirstion as *business admanastratos”
s it murned out, 1t was an extremely prescient
predhiction. Cnly the busness be chaase 1o
administrate in was narcotics. He did try o go
aigha, bt the problem wis Ehat going straight
wasn't thad interesting. Hie workiad construction
sites, carrying bricks and lmying foundatons. I
wats cokl, it was boring and he wasn't making asy
muoney Then T had an idea.

] woaked 0 couple of jobs I8 constnicton,

i d that, in the winser and the whole fucking
g, with Tuna -~ he's nry buddy, and be's like
Jobe Belushi in Arimal Hoeve - and | sasd, *This
sackes, Tana.” And he said, “Yeah, it does suck.
Jomd [ e, “Let’s gl “nlifmia! T

Genege and Tuna boughil 3 batered car and
drowe across the LS. When they armved 1
Califirnia, they shut ofT'ihe ignition and looked
round - and their eyes were opened,

T wems: [ikor going 10 a Fanasy workd. Like,
"Holby What's happening ot here™ The
wanmeen, the hathing susts. . it was 2 make-belicve
workl You'd oty read ahout i, or heard about
it. And | didn't smoke o garetses or amything like
that, 5o 1o smeoke pot | had 1o make a waler-pipe
and il it with criéme de menthe and ice cubes
tovinhale it One thing led toanother, and soon
we were smoking pot all the time and taking

Beach, California, and gave it to their garlinends
[whowene: imvanably airline stewandesses) to fly
hacik b Massachusents. Bub then they decided i
meve up alevel

Wiz thought, “This is erazy., Let’s just stan
driving the stufl.’ So we'd load up motorhomes
wish 1,0000h, 2 00— stuff it in there, drive it
across the con  listening 1o Jimi Herwdrix,
smoking pod all the wary. Mobedy really knew
whiat the hell was going on. The pnl O T
Lnraine, i wis happening o fst, Every kid m
Anerica was gefling herned on, and they didn®
kenowy what the fuck was happering.”

The police might not have knewn whes was
happening. bt Geornge did. Realising there was
e momey 1o b made by picking the grass up

b

“WE'DLOADUPWITH ZEEULB OFPOT

ANDDRIVEITACROSSTHE COUNTRY"

e T Wl Tl T TR T

L5, and suddenly oar whale perspective on
everything changed

“A friend of minse, Frank, stopped by, and
we had this punchbowd full of pot - everybody
dhd. You coukd by it for S60n kila in southermn
L. from Mexico. Sohe looked at it and sid,
*Wheered vou get that? How much did i cost?
1 sasd, 5400, He sad, “The WHOLETHING? Do
o kenow hosw: neseh wee can et for tha back
U MassT 52000° And | said *Let’s go mbo
busaniss, Frank!"™

Having munaged to dodge the Vietnam drafi by
deliberately petting himsz1f arnested with a pile
af marijuana, George teaened wp with Tuna and
Frank and began transporting Mexican weod
across the LISA. At lirst they bought the dape
from a friend called Richard Blarile in Manhatian

e = e

in Memicoand Mying itinto the LIS in lght
acroplancs, he bought a single-engined
Cherokee 6 and stamed flyving the stuff from
Puerio Vallana so Califomi then driving it back
enst = prul started seeing move maoney than he
had ever dreamed of. Herented a bag house on
the beach, hired a couple of pilots and supervised
operations from the patio, drinking marganias
wirth the womat of the moment

Wi were petting the grass for 5-10 dollarsa
Kilo, %0 we were miaking a for. Plus, we wene
on an advensure, And that s what it was rezlly
ahout, | was about 36, there om the pats with
my girlfrignds, drinking mangmmas, the money
pouring in 1 thought itwas some fantasy workd.
Tt was! Everyhody else was back in Weymouth
shameelling snow!™

In 1974, however, thangs went wrong. Licorge,
whia b by moss’ been arrested a couple of times

anil shipged bail, was tumed im o the sathorites,

Iy his cnwn mother. Mot thad this was a bad thing
Because it was in jail that he really found himseit
He highits another cig and conlimnues. ..

= went i Dinbury in Coneecticut, which was
like a country ¢l ~ it was all white-collar crime
It was p cnime schoal for upper-class crimimals
A they had some big-time smugglers there
They waere really good gays. It was grent? And
that was where | met Carlos™

Carlos Lehider Rivas was a Codonbéan car theef
who had boen caught shipping tolen vehicles
tack hoeme and reselling them via his brogher's
car dealership, *Autos Lehder'. B Carlos
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was mioee than just s two-bat car thief, He
had ambation.

Ty o diseavensd that George had
seroplanes and melsble distribution networks in
the LIS, he nshoed lim whether he had ever heard
of cocanne. Cocaire, e s, wis much mone
rvnl'.l.'.h.s_*||'._n:-n.ar|j-.un,a Grass ﬂ\'l'.,,"“{l'l’l[‘ls!'.l\_{l_"
aprofi of abowt 3250 per kleg coke would net
aboun $45, 000 peer kil
meore compact end casicer $o transpoct. Tocap i
all. Carlos came from & city in Colombia called
Madellin. Where, it turned cun, he had a sumber
of indluenizal fricnds —one ol whom was 3 ceriain
former car thicf by the mme of Pablo Escobar.

S0, he suggested, they should teasn up, pooling
his Ciodcombran comtacts and Creonge s distnibution
networks. Jung leapoa the chance.

“1iencw aout cocaine bat nobody was doing
it. Mobody. | hadn tried it Nobody that | knew
had. Moone, | said, ‘] can fly 1, [ can
mamspon it outof Col.” And he said,
"D yow think vouw can scll it in the
Usined Seates™ Ardd | said, “Yeah, | can
sl if, Unhimited amoents! " | didn’
kenovw T T ook sedl i1l

Following their release m 1976,
George ard Carbos arranped thei
first e |5 Keibos, through Antigua

v, Whart s more, it was [

Creonge s take on the deal was Skg,
frar ol which he sold for 51 50,000
The fifkh he kept for himsell

=1 triesd it the mirie | gt o hands
on it When itcame in from Amnligua,
1 splitthe suitcasesopen and started
snortang it and | saicl “This shit's preat
This i fuckmg worsderful! " And |
Bever Stopped.”

Following a bamper 5Heg maone
mAugust 1977, George and Carlos
mawed into a flat om Mimmi Besch and

by distribaning charlie big-time,
welling it though Georgesold
manguana dealer in California,
Richard Harile. By the end of the year, Geomge
was carrying 5kg & week from Flonda o
Califiomin, wiing 55m back wo Mizmi cach time
Hebegan msisg a loa of coke himseld, and petting
o hit messed upin the hend

“Twas really m love with beang anoutlaw. |
proclaimed to people: *1"'m n fucking outlmw?”
Ometime | was ona plane coming from LA and
1w in first clmss:, and | met this guy and he was
hike, “What do voudo” The pl ] just takin
off, | mid, "Come onupstairs, 1'm gomna el you
a story, ther greabest story vou ever Beard. And be
il 0K " And we sat upsinirs, and for five hoars
| podell himn & stoay, ma wisole life sbory — like I'm
yOu right mna,
T plarss landiod and he said, * kesus Chas
t wend by Uinbeliovabls! Whe
A 1said, ] work for IBM.

firve huowrs:

wou really o

STHE COCAINE MARKET OPENED UP B4 THE

1980k, howwever, things begnn to chasge
b Bzt odvious that laking large annousits of
:|u'|,'.|'|l:, WS THM, iu\l a it x|||:- b'.ll 2 bt |!|u:-j_lr
danperous, As the industry penoratsd mane
and e money, o everyone begen cirmyving

pans —and using them. Suddendy, the good times
WENE (VT

*Everybody was fiscking nuts. | mean really
crarry. Their personalsines, ideologics charged
compleichy - the irmti itw, the parnoia, the
violenoe, the msanity, thi: decet. . . people were
dropping dend.”

Amd as the dealing moved 1o hagher and
Ilnglxn levels, so the viedence increased, and
represertalngs of the Calomban notworks
b Killimg each other. In onder to narvive,

11 s pecessary o keepmoving. Bul George
heaid rmlk‘:ﬂvsl' and wamied cut, Fle didn't wang
b e wp arry firther.

] said to Carlos, "Lets stay like thes. Let's just
trarespeort iL, ket Richard market in. 300kg 5 53ma
tmip. Toe-free. You do s
brundned trips, or 50, it
o mmoney than you

picturesd
In prison kst yeor

“EVERYBODY WAS NUTS.PERSONALITIES
CHANGED, PEOPLE WERE DROPPING

=
ever s in your hife, or ever will see, and we can
Jusst snop and disappear and go off and do what
you want forever Pul it ina Swiss bank acoount
al fucking 20 per cent interest and live offike
money ke aking.'™

But they couldn't. Then: was just oo much
ey imvdved, Carlos double-crossed Ceorge,
mwvirg dinecthy theough Barile and catting him o
of the: lsop ahogether. He then punchssed an il
I thve Caribbean and set ap an indusoral-scabe
oocxing pipeling tothe LIS, George, meanwhile,
enided up hopelesaly sddicted wothe drug. suffered
n heart aftnck, got caught with 6601 of 14 and went
1o jail. For & long timie

The: man whao bess, by hits own acoount, made
S100m eut ol cocaine ard lost it all, is less than
enthusiastic nhout the drusg today.

= won't be hypocritical abowt it because this
shit is evil, | mesn, nobody thinks its ovil in the
bieginmning but i vou have money and access 1o
i, it "1 destroy vouw. | used it tremendoushy, At firse
lwas just 1o keep awake, 10 o the business, Then
it v habit. ., Bowall destroy vou, [ it doesn't
dhrive you muts 11kl vou plavsieal ly, 1 rips your
sysiem o pieces. 1t'H destroy your lver™

g
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Amnd yet, thinking back, a smile crosses his face.
“Tu wsed to drive me sexilly. 1
oy, 1 wanged to screw amyboady on the planet
And women fucking LOVE I they wana
to do s fuck on cocaine. They lose their whole
mewrality, What enese could you wam than havieg
nl cocaine in the world and all the ficking
oy, and vou can have all the women in the
world? Everyone. Everyone's fucking wife,
girlfriend, evervbady. Cmere!™
point. But then again, wou might Bke to be
able oo sleep at ome — in vour own bad, instesd
of ina cage in upstate New York — at some poing
it mext 13 years.
Capaime; An Linamethorized Siograpin by Domini
Strvantfeilal i+ praldiahod By Firgta or £20
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